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This summer, the City Council passed Local Laws 51 and 52 of 
2009 requiring bicycle storage in parking facilities and in exist-
ing high-rise commercial office buildings.   
 

Once the law is in effect, 120 days from July 29th, 2009, a ten-
ant or subtenant may ñrequest in writing, on a form provided 
by the Department of Transportation (DOT) , that the owneré
complete a bicycle access plan.ò  Within 30 days of such request, 
the owner shall complete and implement a bicycle access plan or 
provide a copy of a ñrequest for exceptionò filing. Currently, the 
DOT has not made public either of the filing forms. 
 

At a minimum, you are required to provide on the plan ñthe loca-
tion of entrances; route to freight elevators that accommodate 
bicycle access; the route to a designated area for bicycle parking 
on an accessible level if such bicycle parking is made avail-
able.ò  This means that the building is not obligated to provide 

dedicated bicycle parking; 
tenants must provide that 
space in a code compliant 
manner (e.g. the bicycle stor-
age cannot  
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  New TR2 & TR3 Forms  
 

  New Safety Legislation  
 

  Asbestos Abatement Requirements 
  

  Façade Safety Program 
 

  Final Inspection Report Deadline 

 

 

 

 Quick Links: 

Bicycle Accessɀ New Laws By Evan Bray 

The three Pôs for a successful 2010: Plan, Prepare, & Perform. This is a simple 

statement that if followed will lead to a successful 2010 and beyond.  As most 

companies are finalizing their 2010 budget, it becomes quite clear that to assure 

success it is essential to be equipped to Plan, Prepare, & ultimately Perform!  

The same three Pôs may be applied to a successful construction project. Plan-

ning with your team of professionals and outside consultants will assure a timely 

project with minimal stress. Engaging an expeditor as early in the planning 

process as possible, along with a space planner, 
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http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/LetterofCompletion_Deadline.pdf


architect, and other professionals is an important part of the process; your 

team will prepare the drawings with the proper documentation showing 

compliance with the various Department of Buildings requirements. Compli-

ance with the many different zoning districts and community boards can be 

quite a challenge, and engaging the services of a knowledgeable expeditor 

will assure that with proper planning and preparation,  the project will per-

form in a timely manner with full compliance to all governing agencies.  

What is believed to be a minor alteration, may require the approval of the 

Department of Buildings, the Department of Transportation, the Metropoli-

tan Transit Authority, the City Planning Commission, the Landmarks Pres-

ervation Commission, a specific Business Improvement District, the Fire 

Department of New York, and on & on we go! However, by engaging an 

expeditor at the conceptual design stage, the various requirements can be planned, prepared, and per-

formed in a timely and efficient manner. Our world has become more and more complicated, and with the 

new administration government is taking a more active role everywhere. For example, Homeland Security has 

impacted New York City through the Department of Buildings by classifying certain properties as ñsensitive 

buildingsò and obtaining records for ñsensitive buildingsò has become a very lengthy process. Our safety is of 

the utmost importance to our government, so the new designation is understandable, but it also underlines 

the importance of early planning; working with a qualified expeditor will assure the most efficient timeline to 

project completion in a fully compliant manner. 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

violate ñbuilding or fire codes or any other applicable law, rule or code 
which otherwise impedes ingress or egress to such building.ò).   

 

In lieu of providing freight access, the building owner may opt for off-site 
parking within 750 feet or  3 blocks (whichever is less) of the building in a 
covered and secure site. 

 

The DOT will perform an inspection of all plans to make sure the plan is 
accurate.  Once the plan is approved the plan must be posted or signage indicating where the plan is located 
(e.g. building management office) in the lobby. 

 

While the bicycle access law has passed and will be going into effect shortly, there are still several critical de-
tails forthcoming from the DOT.  We will keep you apprised of any newsworthy developments and how they 
will affect your building. 
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