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As of February 2009 there has been a major policy shift at the 
Department of Buildings in the way that the drawings and fold-
ers for sensitive buildings can be accessed. A ñsensitive build-
ingò is any building that is deemed economically, politically, or 
otherwise vital to the infrastructure of the city by Homeland Se-
curity since September 11.  In turn, the Internal Affairs & Disci-
pline (IAD) division of the Department of Buildings determines 
how to enforce these guidelines. While the guidelines have been 
in place since 2001, at the discretion of the IAD they are now be-
ing much more stringently enforced. 

Under the old IAD policy, a blanket letter from the building owner 

would be issued to the IAD division; that one letter covered the 

entire building and everyone employed 

by the company that it was issued to. 

This letter granted the company ac-

cess to drawings and folders for the 

building.  

But in 2009 this has changed. Under 

the new policy, a letter granting per-

mission to pull folders has to be is-

sued for every project done at the 

building, and the letter must be issued 

for specific, individual expeditors.  
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Sensitive Buildings in Focus By Jose Christina 

 

We have all heard the word ñpro-activeò used on a universal level in just about 
any business or personal venture and I must say that being ñpro-activeò will 
never get ñoldò. For example, being pro-active in the eyes of the New York City 
Department of Buildings (DOB) essentially means filing all alterations and new 
construction work in a code compliant manner and procure all necessary sign-
offs as soon as the work is complete.  
 

The DOB has electronically tracked all work since 1990 and is now pressing 
harder than ever to enforce that all work is signed off in a compliant manner. 
Final Certificates of Occupancy (CO) will not be issued if work is left open.  
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It is incumbent on all parties (landlords, tenants, mangers, expediters, professionals, contractors, etc.) to 
work in a timely and cooperative spirit to assure that completed work is signed off properly. 
 

Additionally, banks and other lending institutions have become extremely attentive to making sure that 
properties are current with sign-offs. Given the global recession and tight credit markets it is essential to 
have all parties connected and diligently working towards the procurement of timely sign-offs. Having ñold 
workò not signed off will continue to delay final COôs and possibly result in violations and potentially have 
an avalanche affect on future refinancing or future construction projects. Staying ñpro-activeò in addressing 
both new and old work as it relates to sign-offs will assure that a property will be able to meet its goals and 
objectives for all parties. 
 

To achieve this goal, the expeditor should assume the role of being the coordinator and custodian of the 
records. However, as stated before, it will take a cooperative effort from all parties affiliated with the con-
struction work to meet the overall objective. In short, letôs all team up and stay focused on closing out all 
open work and be proud to have properties that are in excellent standing with the DOB. 
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Q & A :   

By  Eileen Murphy 

How will the DOT Midtown Embargo effect my building?   

 

Answer:  The Midtown Embargo is in effect from April 20 thru September 7, 2009; the area impacted is 

Broadway from Columbus Circle/Central Park South to East 22nd Street. The Department of Transportation 
(DOT) is advising that all planned work on Street Openings, Side Walk, and Building Operations be expedited 
and completed before the embargo goes into effect. All permits issued previously for work done during the em-
bargo dates are voided. Emergency work is allowed, if an emergency authorization number has been granted 

by the DOT. For more information on the Midtown Embargo, go to the DOT site: Midtown Embargo Link   
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