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The New York City Fire Department enacted the new Fire 
Code (FC) last year along with the new Building Code. In its 
haste to synchronize the two events, the FDNY left itself little 
time to introduce the new code to the public and address any 
questions or concerns. The FC was not signed by the mayor 
until a month before its effective date. Due to this chronology, the 
FDNY is only recently beginning the process of enforcing the 
new provisions of the code, and addressing the public concerns. 
 
It is important to understand how the provisions of the Fire Code 
apply to a particular building or space. Though the FC became 
effective on July 1st of last year, and the previous code, the Fire 
Prevention Code (FPC) was repealed simultaneously, the FPC 
remains operative for all facilities and conditions that law-
fully existed on June 30 th of last year .  
 
Except for particular instances, as outlined on the following page, 
the new FC will only apply to new buildings.  
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 Quick Links: 

The New Fire Code By Mordecai Corbin 

 

Did you know that the building you own, manage or work in may have viola-

tions that you are not aware of?  Violations are not always issued to the owner 

or ownerôs representative and oftentimes are only brought to an ownerôs atten-

tion when they have become a bigger issue. Violations can come from the De-

partment of Buildings, the Department of Transportation, the Fire Department, 

Department of Environmental Protection and Environmental Control Board. 
 

Property owners and managers can mitigate the risk of violations by having a 

violation search performed annually or semi-annually.  
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Along with a violation search, it is a good idea to search for all open applica-

tions you may have; certain open applications have the potential to become 

violations if they are left open for too long.   

 

Armed with the knowledge of existing violations on a property, you are bet-

ter prepared to resolve any issues the property may encounter and will not 

be caught unaware.  Please contact Brookbridge if you would like to learn 

more about having a violation search or open application report performed 

for your property.    
 

    

 

 

For buildings and spaces that existed lawfully on June 30th of last year, the new FC will only become 
applicable in one of the following instances:  
 

Specific requirements of the new FC are spelled out as applicable even for lawfully existing 
facilities and conditions. An example of this is the new FC requirement that fire safety and 
evacuation plans are required for assembly occupancies, as well as large mercantile occupan-
cies. The FC specifies that plans for these occupancies must to be submitted by July 1st, 2009. 

 

The commissioner of the FDNY may require compliance with the new FC when he deems a 
facility or condition to be hazardous to life safety. 

 

A change in use or occupancy to the space in which the facility is located or the condition ex-
ists will trigger the applicability of the new Fire Code. In other words, whenever the Certificate 
of Occupancy is changed, the building or floor must be made compliant with the new FC.  

 

Lastly, the new Fire Code will be applicable when there is an alteration. FC202 defines 
ñalterationò as any addition to, or modification of, an existing installation, other than repairs 
made in the ordinary course of maintenance. 
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