Sensitive BUlIdlng Recordgy Mordecai Corbifi

Beginning in 2009, new requirements for sensitive buildings
have been in place. One change of particular significance is the
increased oversight of access to building records by the Inter-
nal Audits & Discipline division (IAD). Before records for sensi-
tive buildings will be released from the Department of Buildings
(DOB), each request, and each person making such a request,
must be reviewed and approved by the IAD. The city has under-
staffed the IAD, and the approval process is now typically taking
about two months.

This delay may cause an unbearable hardship. For example, in
the last stages of attaining a Certificate of Operation for a Place
of Assembly, the DOB may require proof of an existing generator
application for the building. If such an application was filed prior
to the implementation of the Building
information System (BIS), the new
IAD certification requirements will
delay the legal occupancy of the
& space by two months, or more. Simi-
f§ larly, delays in attaining records that
will adequately address an FDNY
¥ violation can mean the difference
between dismissing a violation be-
fore a summons is issued, or after.
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Corner col umn i s usual

. active industry related issues. While our normal focus is on providing insight and

~ helping our clients achieve code compliant construction in a timely and efficient
¢ manner, this month | wanted to take a moment to draw attention to Memorial
;ﬁ' Day which we all recently celebrated. Personally, Memorial Day to me is truly

lidays. It allows us as a nation to reflect on

gl e the bravest and most patriotic heroes of our great country who gave us the gift
\_’ ,&f = of their lives so that we fellow Americans can continue to live, raise our families,

world. Continued pg. 2...
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http://www.brookbridgeinc.com
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/record_rm_changes.pdf
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Eileen/My Documents/Manhattan- Service Level Bulletin.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/safety_reg_no.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/31sttechforum.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/html/news/pr_summer_052109.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/bscan_plan_011509.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/safety_reg_no.pdf

Memorial Dayz A Time For Thanks Continued...

| am always hopeful that this special holiday will become truly one where time stands still for at least the
better part of a day and all Americans take the time to thank and pray for all of the past casualties of all of
our military conflicts; lives that were given so that we can continue to enjoy our
freedom. For example, major league baseball stopped every game at 3:00P.M. to
pay respect to those who sacrificed their lives for our freedom . So please take a
moment to reach out to a veteran, or a survivor of a veteran, and thank them for all
that they have given on behalf of all of us. Taking time for our families and circle of
friends comes naturally, but take the time to connect with the extended family of
our brothers and sisters who have served and continue to serve in the armed
forces. This is not a religious holiday but an American Holiday and one that all
Americans should fully participate in.
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Two months is a long time. To avoid this delay, it is essential to create a microfilm archive external to the
DOB. It is advised that a sensitive building be provided with its entire microfilm records from the DOB so that
such records are on hand when a specific search is required down the road. To establish this archive, a pro-
active record request may be completed, a request that will itself be required to comply with IAD timelines. (A
caveat to the IAD process is that the granted access for a given search expires within a week, so blanket ac-
cess requests are not productive unless they are acted upon immediately.) Once this archive is established,
careful record-keeping whereby the microfilm of new filings are added to the archive will ensure that all exist-
ing building records are accessible on a timely basis.

To verify whether a building is a sensitive building, go to the Building Information Search page (LINK TO BIS)
and enter the address of your building. Once the address is entered, the system will present the Property Pro-
file page. Click the Browse Block link on the Property Profile page. The system will present a list of all build-
ings on the block. Sensitive buildings are noted by an asterisk. (See illustration below)

Asterisk indicates Sensitive Building status m
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