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March 2009 

This spring the Department of Buildings (DOB) will be imple-

menting new plan format requirements so that all approved 

plans can be scanned and hosted on-line for public review. 

There is no hard date for the implementation, but they are lean-

ing towards the beginning to middle of March. We have heard 

dates ranging from March 9thðMarch 16th.  

The newly standardized requirements mandate at least one side 

of drawings having a dimension of no greater than 36 inches; all 

sheets have a plan number, for example 1 of 7; black and white 

prints (no grayscale or color); and no mechanical fasteners (e.g. 

staples, bindings, etc..). Additionally they are requiring a 

ñdiscipline designator.ò  For example: Architectural plans will be 

labeled ñA-1,ò plumbing plans will be labeled ñP-1ò and so on and 

so forth. 

A reference list of the Disci-

pline Designators along with 

more details regarding the 

new scan requirements are 

included in the DOB release.   
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 Quick Links: 

New B-Scan Requirements By Eileen Murphy 

 

 

Change has been a dominant word over the past several months from an 

historic Presidential election to a complete overhaul of the building and fire 

code in NYC. As progressive and enriching as change can be, there is al-

ways a state of transition that may cause confusion and uncertainty.   

We are committed to making change as seamless as possible. Communica-

tion and cooperation are two words that cannot be over stated to assure a 

seamless transition to change. Continued pg. 2... 

 

http://www.brookbridgeinc.com
http://www.nyc.gov/portal/site/nycgov/menuitem.c0935b9a57bb4ef3daf2f1c701c789a0/index.jsp?pageID=mayor_press_release&catID=1194&doc_name=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyc.gov%2Fhtml%2Fom%2Fhtml%2F2009a%2Fpr055-09.html&cc=unused1978&rc=1194&ndi=1
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file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Eileen/My Documents/FSP Industry Notice # 3 .docx


 

 

For example, by engaging the code consultant as early in the conceptual design phase 

of any project the recent changes will be presented and so all of the various profession-

als and client will be able to budget both time and money in a more concise manner. 

New York City has done an extraordinary job in amending itôs code to assure public 

safety and we should all be grateful to be a part of this great City. By communicating 

and working in a cooperative spirit with all parties we always remain focused on a com-

mon goal, meeting our clientôs objectives.  

While working together is always the most important part of the process, the PLANET system offered by 

Brookbridge, can be a powerful tool for clients in completing the transition to the new regulations seam-

lessly. PLANET is an extremely diverse management tool and record keeping system which provides criti-

cal property data as it relates to a number of Government Agencies, as well as crucial building information 

concerning zoning, occupancy, floor area ratio, and any special property designations. Through PLANET, 

clients have access to the information on their properties 24/7. Property information listed on PLANET in-

cludes: Landmark Status, FAR status, Zoning Information, City Planning Commission information, Depart-

ment of Buildingsô information, Department of Transportation information, Fire department information, Cer-

tificate of Occupancy status and much more. Additionally, Department of Buildings links have been added, 

providing single-click access to valuable DOB web pages. For more information please contact John 

Pierce at Brookbridge to discuss this cutting edge compliance technology.  

With whatever tools we are working with, Brookbridge will be working with you to make sure that your pro-

jects stay on track and on time through all of the procedural changes.  

 

An example of the new scan requirements is illustrated below:  
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