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 On August 15th, Mayor Bloomberg announced that he 

will remove the ñactingò status of NYC buildings commissioner 

Robert LiMandri. Mr. LiMandri became acting commissioner 

when Patricia Lancaster, whose six year tenure included the 

drafting of a new building code during a time of intense expan-

sion of construction, resigned in April after a second crane acci-

dent in the space of a few months. Mayor Bloomberg cited Mr. 

LiMandriôs work as acting commissioner 

to address safety concerns through new 

strategies, new hires, and new crack-

downs. Many of these measures have 

been documented in this newsletter. 

More inspectors, new certifications, regi-

mented record-keeping. Beyond these 

measures, expected in 

the wake of tragedy, the 

new commissioner may further affect changes 

at the buildings department. 

 

Mr. LiMandri reflects Mayor Bloombergôs pat-

tern of appointing people for their management 

skill more than their technical expertise.   
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Principals Corner: 
By: Rich Imperatore 
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 Fall is here, the kids are back to school, and our lives get a little more 

normal. However, with all of the changes that have occurred at the DOB this 

past summer, they have shaken up the way business is done; it is no longer 

ñbusiness as usualò. Many businesses have experienced a considerable 

amount of grief navigating the new rules. Although the changes to the code are 

for the better and will be wrapping up soon, the education process is just be-

ginningðas having a handle on the new procedures could either make or 

break many projects. Itôs time for our industry to ñgo back to schoolò.                                 

Continued pg. 2... 

Commissioner LiMandri By Mordecai Corbin 

 

 

 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/ll_86of2005.pdf
http://ecodes.biz/product.cfm?category_id=97
http://www.nyc.gov/portal/site/nycgov/menuitem.c0935b9a57bb4ef3daf2f1c701c789a0/index.jsp?pageID=mayor_press_release&catID=1194&doc_name=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyc.gov%2Fhtml%2Fom%2Fhtml%2F2008b%2Fpr309-08.html&cc=unused1978&rc=1194&ndi=1
http://www.nyc.gov/html/planyc2030/html/news/news.shtml
http://home2.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/tr1_notice_070108.pdf
http://home2.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/pw3_factsheet.pdf
http://www.brookbridgeinc.com
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The promotion from acting commissioner required the City Council approval, granted on August 
14th, of an amendment to the City Charter removing a previous requirement that the commissioner 
be licensed as an engineer or architect. Mr. LiMandri has a degree in engineering but has not ful-
filled the certification requirements, one of which is internship under a licensed professional. His 
work experience is drawn from the property management side of our industry.  
 

He has a masterôs degree in real estate from NYU. He spent seven years managing university 
buildings at Columbia. He also worked for five years in three management-consulting companies 
before he was hired into upper management at the Department of Buildings in 2002. 
 

In appointing Mr. LiMandri, Mayor Bloomberg signaled that he diagnosed the safety problems in the 

construction industry as the result of a disordered bureaucracy. The new commissioner has so far 

worked to reorder the DOB with an eye toward avoiding the missteps that led to injury and the loss 

of life.  If a reordered buildings department can ensure safety over the numerous dispersed and 

danger-prone construction sites in New York City, it can also reduce the bureaucratic failings that 

affect all of us on a daily basis. 

2ÅÁÄ -ÏÒÅ !ÂÏÕÔ ,É-ÁÎÄÒÉȭÓ  

Appointment  

In many cases, the new DOB procedures have changed the flow of work; for example, the new 

PW3 Cost Affidavit, introduced on August 4th, requires having a permit in place before receiv-

ing approval. And receiving a permit requires having a contractor and estimated costs in place. 

Under the old system, approval could be obtained before the contractors, costs, and permits 

were in place. This is just one example of an almost reversed flow of work, requiring much 

more data up front than ever before. 

 

Commissioner LiMandri #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄȣ  
 

Education is key to successfully navigating the new DOB procedures. The 

DOB website is a great resource for accessing information & updates:  

DOB WEBSITE    
 

Additionally, Brookbridge is launching a series of seminars to review the 

new DOB procedures and answer your questions. Seminars are available 

at your office for groups of any size. Please contact Brookbridge with any 

questions or to arrange a seminar for your office. It is our goal to provide 

the best service and the best education possible so that your business will 

have a smooth transition going into the new season and beyond. 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/html/about/slt_limandri.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/html/about/slt_limandri.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/html/home/home.shtml
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About Us: Brookbridge Consulting Services 

 

 

 

 

 
The Company  app l i es  a  pro-act i ve  

management  ph i losophy   
f ocused  on  i den t i fy i ng  and   

mee t i ng  dead l i nes. 

Primary Business Address 
43 Warren Street 
New York NY 10007 
Phone: 212-406-5920 
Fax: 212-406-5921 
E-mail: bcs@brookbridgeinc.com 

The place to go for value & integrity. 

Brookbridge has entered its third decade of providing informed & expert knowledge 
in the procurement of all required approvals including the vast and complicated 
web of regulatory agencies that govern the development, construction, ownership, 
occupancy and maintenance of commercial and residential property in the Metro-
politan Area and Jersey City. The Company applies a pro-active management phi-
losophy focused on identifying and meeting deadlines. The Companyôs expert staff 
is poised to meet all of the various regulating authorities requirements including, 

but not limited to the New York City Department of Buildings, the Fire Preven-
tion Bureau, Department of Transportation, City Planning Commission, Board 
of Standards and Appeals, Landmark Preservation and the Environmental 
Protection Agency.  

Upcoming Events 

Link to: Local Law 58   

vs.  

The Fair Housing Act  

 

 

Answer: Under chapter 26 of the NYC Rules and Regulations and section BC 3310 of the 2008 Code, 

a site safety plan is required for the alteration of the façade of a major building when a sidewalk shed 
is also required.  However the site safety plan is not required when the building is under repairs to 
comply with Local Law 10/80  and amended by Local Law 11/98 when minor demolition will be per-

formed using hand tools only.  
 

A Major Building is defined by:  
 

 - 15 or more stories  

 - 200 feet or more in height  

 - If the building covers more than 100,000 square feet regardless of  

   height  

 

Q & A :  

By Jorge Gavilanez 

 

9/11 Embargo:  

No After Hour Variances Issued  

Effective Sept. 5 ðSept. 11   

 

 

Question:   When do we need a site safety plan for an existing building?  
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http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/19/nyregion/19disabled.html?ref=nyregion
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/19/nyregion/19disabled.html?ref=nyregion
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/19/nyregion/19disabled.html?ref=nyregion
http://home2.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/ll_1080.pdf
file:///G:/Newsletter/Content/September Content/No After Hour Variances Issued- 9.11 Embargo.pdf
file:///G:/Newsletter/Content/September Content/No After Hour Variances Issued- 9.11 Embargo.pdf
file:///G:/Newsletter/Content/September Content/No After Hour Variances Issued- 9.11 Embargo.pdf

